Centre asks States to tell all places of
worship to proh1b1t smgle-use plastic

AGENCIES
New Delhi

All states and Union Territo-
ries have been asked to com-
municate to temples,
mosques, gurudwaras and
churches about the ill-effect
of single-use plastic and en-
courage their staff and visi-
tors not to use those, the gov-
ernment said on Monday.
Minister of State for Envi-
ronment Mahesh Sharma, in
written reply to aquestionin
the Rajya Sabha, said the En-
vironment Ministry has
written to the offices that
come under its own adminis-
trative control, offices of the
cenfral government and its
departments, major PSUs,
corporates and institutions
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to eliminate single-use plas-
tic products, including water
bottles and take away coffee
cups, reports PTI.

"Letters were issued to
chief secretaries of all the
states and UTs to communi-
cate with temples, mosques,
gurudwaras and churches in
their states on ill-effect of 's-
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ingle-use plastic' and to en-
courage staff and visitors to
prohibit single-use plastic
products,” he said.

The institutions, offices
and departments have been
asked to eliminate single-use
plastic products, including
water bottles, take away cof-
fee cups, lunch wrapped in
disposable plastic packaging,
plastic bags, disposable food
containers, plates and con-
tainers made of polystyrene
foam, plastic straws and oth-
ers from their offices.

"Schools have been
reached through eco-clubs
operating in the respective
states to create awareness
about ill-effect of 'single-use
plasticc’ and eliminate
them," Sharma said.
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