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BMC'S THREATT0O CHEMBUR SOCIETIES

Segregate waste or
cough up Rs 5,000

Civic body gets tough after countless societies ignore its directive to separate
wet and {Iry_ waste; aims to ensure everyone adopts th system by 2014
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The Gulab View Society in Chembur, which has received several wamings from the BMC, has procured trolley dusthins to segregate garbage
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urging people tosegregate wet and wasteis being segregated. < Butwe are ryingo

drywaste bitthedust, the BMC has
toughened its stance and threat-
ened to fine defaulting societies to

the tuneof Rs 3, 000 withimmediate effect.
Earlier, societieswerefined after beingis-
sued three warning noticesto start segregat-
ingwaste. Sincethatdid notwork, fromnow
on, the BMC will penalise society if it does
not start segregation i|11|11edi:|tef}-':|l:ter re-

implement the system as far as pos-
sible. Except for one or two homes, all
are trying to segregate waste

VUAY CHUGH

Treasurer of Gulab View Society

> BMCwill have to meet the target as itis one of the
selvice level benchmarks prescribed by the Unian min
istry of urban development. Failurewill make the BMC
ineligible for central funds under the Jawaharlal Nehru
National RenewalMission. The 100 % collection has to
be achieved by March 2014 and segregation by 2015

ceivingitsfirstnotice. Thestep has beentak-
entoensure that by 2014, all housing socie-
ties separate wet and dry garbage beforeitis
depositedin dumpers.

Diozens of notices have been issued to
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than 2 percent waste is being segregated. A
seniorcivic official said, “Bytheendof 2014,
we have to ensure that all housing societies
adopt this practice. We have issued notices
timeand againtoresidents. butthe response

Vijay Chugh, treasurer of Gulab View so-
ciety said they were trying their best to con-
structa systemofsegrega tion. “We have cir-
culated the notices to society members, The
segrezation is not working verfectly since
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housingsocietiesin the M-Eastward, which
covers residen tial areasof Chembur. Thisar-
eahaspreviouslyrecorded someofthehigh-
est number of defanlting societies, which
did not follow the segregation directive de-
spitebeingissued several warnings.

Thefine, BMChopes, will jolt defaulting
societies into action. “We have got the let-
ters from the BMC and are trying to segre-
gate garbage intowet and dry dustbins, We
had received notices in the past too, and
have alerted residents about the issue. Trol-
ley dustbins have been procured to segre-
gategarbage,” said Gulshan Marwah, secre-
taryofthe Gulab View housingsocietyon Dr
CiG Road, Chembur, The BMC has issued a
notice to the 18-bungalow society, along
with several othersin thearea.

Currently, the city generates 9,200
tonnes of garbage daily. BMC collects door-
to-door waste from 30 to 40 per cent house-
holds. According to rough estimates, less
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has not been good. There are provisions to
fineresidentsforfailing tosegregate garbage
under the Municipal Solid Waste rules.”

Kiran Dighavkar, Assistant Municipal
Commissioner, -East ward, said that
though notices had been sent to several so-
cietiesin hisward, the need of the hour was
awareness. “Weare concentrating on those
societies that have a door-to-door garbage
pick-up facility. Our collection trucks go to
their gates, soit is easy for them to segregate
garbage and hand it over. The problem is
thatfew people know aboutthis,” he said.

The BMC had come upwithacircular to
enforce the segregation of wasteamong citi-
zensin February this year. However, its im-
plementation began only last week. Other
than a fine of up to Rs 5,000, the circular
specified that the punishment for repeated
non-compliance couldeven includeimpris-
onment for office-bearers of the defaulting
society orflat owners.
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household helps do not know how to segre-
gatewaste, Butweare trying toimplementit
as far as possible. Except for one or two
homes, all are trying tosegregate waste.”

Asasolution to this, societies could en-
gage arag-picker who would go from house
to house, segregatethe garbage and hand it
over tothecollectors,

Thereisareasonwhythe BMCisinsucha
hurry toensure that all societies implement
thissysterm. “We will haveto meetthetarget
as it is one of the service-level benchmarks
prescribed by the Union ministry of urban
development. Failurewillmake the BMCin-
eligible for central funds underthe Jawahar-
lal Nehru Mational Renewal Mission. The
100 per cent collection has tobeachieved by
March 2014 and segregation by 2015, an
official said.

It had even decided toengagea publicre-
lations firm to educate citizens on effective
wastemanagement.
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