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High court slams BMC
for lacking civic sense

The Times dn?tﬁék

CONTROVERSY

GARBAGE GOAL

. . The MPCE and the
» The BMC has » The sile has an » As per project | » The state environment
given a private area of 141 hec- details, a projectis department have
company the lares, Environ- bioreactor plant important found violations at
project Lo create mental clearance of 3,000-lenne since Lhe the site and have
asanitary landfill has been given capacity is to be city's other : -
inKanjurmarg for the landfill sel up. The HC is two dumping issued notices to
on design, build, site to be on 65 hearing PILs thal | grounds— the BMC
own, operate and hectares. The say clearance Deonar and
transfer basis for rest of the area is was for windrow | Mulund—are
25 years mangrove land composling near full VIDLJE\TIONS

» WPCE officials found that

BIOREACTOR | the method includes a

hollow, inverted cone open al Lthe Lop, Gar-
bage is dumped inside withoul segregation
and left Lo rot, This gives rise Lo stench and
produces leachate, The liguid is poured back
into the bioreactor o accelerate decomposi-
Lien, Biereactors should be installed in
locations away from human habitation

waske at the landfill site was
not being dumped accoming
Lo Municipal Solid Wasle (Man-
agement and Handling) Rules

» Waste was nol being segre-
gated before being dumped

» Obnoxious odours were be-

WINDROW | The method

includes an open shed with
compartments, inwhich wel
parbage is mixed with wet
s0il Lo make composL,

Mo odour is emitted

because of the soil

covering, After a week,
composlis laken oul for )
agricultural use or sale, =~
The method dees nol cause
pollutiome ~

Rosy Sequeaira | Tas

he Bombay high oot
blasted the BMC on
Thursday while hearing
petitions against ille=gal
waste dumping anid wet-
land reclamation mKanjurmarg,

“Please understand. You are not
behaving as the municipal corpora-
tion for the maintenance of Mum-
bai, but as the municipal corpora-
tion for the destruction of Mumbai.
You are incorrigible” said Justice
Dhananjay  Chandrachud,  who,
along with Justice Amjaid Sayed.

was hearing PlLs by the NGO Van-
shalkiti dml.\-1|.a'\.".1‘mgc.'.~h Sangle,

The petitioners told the court the
BMC had environmental clearance
to conduct windrow composting on
5 hectares 1 Kanpurmarg, They
said that violating the clearance, the
BMC had installed bioreactors,
causing pollution and giving griefto
loeals.

The Maharashtra Pollution Con-
irol Board (MPCE) had said in an af-
fidavit m January: un-f-,t'gﬁ‘;.ﬂlttl

waste was being handled at the site,
leading to nlmmum odours and
complaints from locals; the landfll
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Kanjurmarg landfill site complained of foul
smell emitted by the bicreactor

site neitherhada buffer zone around
itnorwascovered with soil; leachate
was flowinginto mangrove land(Wi-
kipedia says leachate” is a liguid
that has dissolved or entrained
harmful substances, which may
then enter the enviroumenty. The
MPCE said borewell monitoring

You are not behaving

as the municipal corpo-

ration for the mainte-
nance of Mumbai, but as the
municipal corporation for the
destruction of Mumbai

High Court

showed the presence of toxic heavy
metals in groundwater—a result of
pollution by leachate. Vanshakii's
atwocate Kranti LC told the eourt
that the MPCB issued a prosecution
notics to the BMC four months ago,
bt had received no response.
MLA Sangle’s advocate Snehala-
ta Paranjaps ~hm‘.ﬂll he court a site
\F-,ll report macde by the Maharash-
Ta Coastal Zone Management Au-
Ihm ity i April. Reclamation was
rampant i the area and solid waste

talled after people living near the

ing emitled

» Waste collection, disposal
and treatment was unscientific,
leading to pollution

» A buffer zone had not been
created around the site

£ » Untreated leachate was be-
ing leaked Lo surrounding areas

handling had taken a backseat, as
per the report. “It says wetlands are
being  reclaimed  and  mangrove
patchesdestroved. A 124eet high, 5.2-
lom-long compound wall has been
bilt on the high-tide line” Para-
njape told the court.

The judges aslked the BMC's law-
versif it hadenvironment clearance
for bioreactors and was using land
in excess of the allowesd 65 hectares,
The lawyers replied that the BMC
had enwvircnment clearance andwas
not using excess land. The judges
aought the name of the civic officer
on whose instructions the lawyers
made their statement and warned of
punishment if false declarations
were made to the court. “If thestate-
ment is found tobe false, the officer
will gostraight tojail,” Justice Chan-
drachud s

The judges asled the BMO's law-
vers how it could bypass the Union
ministry of enviroment and for-
ests to switch technolozies (firom
windrow to bicreactor composting).
They told the lawyers to present in
court on Friday a statement from a

1'("-,|nnn,1hlt~ high-r: mln'ng BMC of-
ficer™ on the project’s status and
clearances forit,



