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Mumbaikars see red on climate change

Survey Gauges
City's Attitude
Towards Issues

On Environment

Chinmayi Shalyal as

Mumbai: Climate change is
no longer an environmental-
ist's concern. Erratic weath-
e, change in temperature,
depletion of air quality and
wind patterns seem to be
weighing on Mumbaikars®
mindstoo.

A recent survey has re-
vealed that almost eight out
of 10 Mumbaikars have per-
ceived indicators of climate
change in their immediate
environment. Change intem-
perature seemed to be most
palpable for people, followed
by changes in rainfall and
wind patterns.

The survey was conduet-
ed by The Energy and Re-
sources Institute (TERID) to
gauge people’s attitude to-
wardsenvironmentalissues.

Climate change and indi-
catorsof adepletingenviron-
ment are a cause of coneern
for most people. The survey
findings indicate that 99
people feel air quality hasde-

Government apathy
towards environment
vis-a-vis development
seemedto be a prime
concern for people
and environmentalists

pleted in Mumbai over the
years, causing respiratory
anid skin ailments. Most peo-
ple blamed poor air quality
on factories and transport.
Though there are policies to
regulate it, an average 51%
people feel there isno proper
implementation inareas like
air pollution, forest conser-
vation ancdelimatechange.

Government apathy to-
wards environment vis-a-vis
development seemed to be a
primeconcern for people and
environmentalists,

Debi Goenka of the Con-
servation  Action  Trust
(CATywondered why govern-
mentpoliciesarenotelimate-
friendly Goenka said it was
only because of a high court
order that people and activ-
ists have kept some open
spacesalivein Mumbai. “If 1t
hadn’t been for the order to
remove encroachments, we
wonld have lost the { Borivliy
national park to the city. De-
spite a high court order to
preserve mangroves, there
are petitions from the state
government seeking relief
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for development projects,”
said Goenka.

Tronically, though the sur-
vey indicated huge aware-
ness among Mumbaikars on
environment and climate
change issues, there was lit-
tle that people wanted todoto
start a change. For instance,

when it came to water wast-
age, 51% people identified
tap/faucet leakage as a key
reason. A significant per-
centage of people did not
want tosegregatesolidwaste
at their home and 65% people
placed the onus of improving
the environment on the gov-

ernment, followed by NGOs
(40%yand businesses (14%).
Maharashtra chief secre-
tary J K Banthia said, “The
government has to strike a
balanee between develop-
ment and environment. But
Aawarenesscampaignsamong
citizenswillalsohelpalot””
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Segregation a waste
of time, says survey

Chinmayi Shalyal s

Mumbai: Most Mumbaikars
are unwilling to  segregate
waste before disposal, accord-
ng to a swvey by The Energy
and Resowrees Institute (TER).

Despite the belisf that waste
segregation at souree isthe best
way to handle solid waste and
limit health hazards, 8% of
those surveredwere notwilling
o do it The survey revealed
that generating less waste and
improving the recyelingcapaci-
ty are other ways which people
felt can help manage waste. A
meagre 8% were in favour of a
user charge.

Lack of spaceseemedtobea
prime concern for people when
it came to segregating waste at
home, with 61% citing con-
straints, Many others said even
though they may segregate
waste, the civic body doesn't ool-
lect it separately making it a fu-
tile exercize More than 30% fielt
it was the civie body's respon-
sibility to segregate waste,

Environmentalists  raised
concern about theway the civie
body collects waste, Debl Goen-
ka of the Conservation Action
Trust(CAT) saicd his housing so-
ciety used o ssgregate waste
for many vears. “But we real-
ized the waste collectors were
mixingit backagain. Henee the
practice was stopped a few
vears agn,” he said, adding that
segregation of waste at source

had to bemademandatory:

The civie body may make
segregation  mandatory  for
houssholds, Now, 1t only micro-
segregates the already segre
gated waste from houssholds at
dedicated centres,

Fighty percent people are
not willing to seoresate waste
hefore disposing it. This is even

Pay Dirt

he Mumbai Metropolitan

Region Development
Authority (MMR DA} plans to
generate power from waste. [t
wantstogenerate Z0MW power
from a Rs 300-crore Waste To
Energy project MMRDA
commissioner UP SMadansaid
the projectwill be a public-private
parmership effortto generate
electricity from 2,500 tons of
municipal waste, lEwill collect
waste from six civic corporations,
including Kalyan-Dombivli,
Ulhasnagar and Gadlapur. m

as most agresd it was the bast
strategy tohandle heaps ofsalid
waste that cholke the eity The
TERI survey revealed that G4%,
felt it will require more space,
foHowed by those who feelit will
bemixed again by the civic au-
thorities, More than 20%, people
either felt it was not their re-
sponsibilityarthatitwasacum-
herscime tasle. TON Lools atwho
is responsible for taking care of
waste (seegraphic helo).
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